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29 March 2021 
 
Dear Ondine, 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 25 February 2021 and the valuable contributions you made 
during the roundtable meeting on 23 February 2021. I was very pleased to have been able 
to chair the roundtable session and listen directly to the feedback raised by you and other 
attendees.  
  
I agreed with the important points you made regarding the need for research into treatment 
options and I have been working with my officials to make additional funding available for 
research on Long COVID. I wanted to reply once I was in a position to confirm that this 
had been achieved.  
  
On Thursday 25 March 2021, the National Institute of Health Research (NIHR) announced 
a second UK-wide funding call. The focus will be on helping and supporting non-
hospitalised individuals with Long COVID. The call notes that proposals on therapies and 
interventions, management and evaluation of services and diagnostics would be 
particularly welcome. The call documentation also highlights the importance of engaging 
patients and the public in the coproduction of research questions and their delivery. I am 
aware you participated in the NIHR’s Expert Group held on the 15 March 2021.  
 
I again want to thank you and your colleagues in LongCovidSOS for your ongoing 
engagement and insight.  I am incredibly grateful to you and other patient representatives 
for the contributions you have provided through the roundtables hosted by my colleague 
Lord Bethell.  
 
I hope that the news of the new call will be received positively and that we can start to 
make progress in identifying appropriate treatment options for patients with Long COVID.  
 
 

Yours ever, 

 
MATT HANCOCK 
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